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the bone will necessarily fall down through its own weight, without the applica- 
tton of any force, and without the least resistance being opposed by the ligament* 

(if tnf» mint 


6. Anomalous Mmstnwjion. —M. Bourgeois has met with a curious example 
of this. A younj lady of 15 or 16 years of atre, commenced some time since to 
menstruate from the extremities of each of her ten finzers. At the second men¬ 
strual epoch, the ha-inarrlinge was renewed from the same place, and at the pc. 
riod when M. B. communicated the fact to the Jledical Society of Pan- tht 
menses had not appeared in the natural manner.— Rev. Med. Aug! 1836. ’ 


MEDICINE. 

PATHOLOGICAL AND THERAPEUTICAL. 

/• Observations on the sudden death of Children from enlargement of the Thymus 
®3* '* • F. Montgomery, M. D. — The fact that children, apparently in 
good health, sometimes die suddenly—that is, in the space of a minute or so— j- 
too well known to render any thing more than the mere allusion to it necessary: 
but the cause, or at least one of the occasional cause.**, is not so well understood. 
I have now seen several instances of a very singular mode of death in children, 
and there are some gentlemen in this city who have witnessed the cases with me. 
and seen the results. I allude here to those cases in which young children are 
suddenly cut ofTby an undue enlargement of the thymus gland. 

Aminute account of the form, structure, and relations of the thymus gland, 
would be here misplaced, anddoes not appear necessary: but as there maybe some 
to whom the matter may not be so familiar, 1 trust I shall be excused for touching 
briefly on this point. The thymus gland is a peculiar bodv, discoverable in the 
fentus about the third month of intra-uterine life, and in the fourth month pre¬ 
senting itself as a distinct organ occupying the upper and anterior part of the 
thorax. About the time of birth it possesses considerable size, and is lodged 
behind the superior part of the sternum, lying over the lungshnd heart. It covers 
a considerable portion of the lungs and pericardium, passes through the superior 
aperture of the thorax, and extends upwards as far as the thvroid gland; part of 
it is therefore confined by a bony case, and part of it free; being covered in the 
neck merely bv the integuments and a thin layer of muscular substance. It* 
tissue is soft, loose, and pulpy, and contains a vast number of small cells opening 
into a large reservoir. This reservoir is as large, in proportion to the gland, a> 
one ol the ventricles is to the heart, and is very well represented in one of the 
plates to Sir A. Cooper s work.* The cells of the organ are filled with whitish 
cream-coloured secretion, which has some of the properties of chyle. The paren¬ 
chyma of the gland is very soO, spongy, and highly distensible. Its supply of 
blood is also very remarkable. This is lumished by four long arteries, ol which 
the two superior are generally branches of the thyroid arteries; the two inferior 
ones are derived from the internal mammary. Its veins, (and this is a point de¬ 
serving ol attention) are also divided into two sets, the upper opening into the 
thyroid veins, the lower emptying themselves into the left vena innominnta. 

The thymus gland is then a soft. spongy,and highly distensible organ, forming 
in the newly born infant, a mass of considerable size, situated in the upper part of 
the thorax, and extending up the neck as far as the thyroid gland, partly free and 
partly confined, lying over the pericardium, lungs, ami the roots of the great 
vessels, abundantly supplied with blood, and capable from its position of excret¬ 
ing, under certain circumstances, a considerable degree of pressure on the tra¬ 
chea and lelt vena innominata. Its ordinarv weight at birth is about half an 
ounce, or240 grains. 

If we examine the superior aperture of the thorax, and observe that in this situa¬ 
tion we have the trachea, ersophagus, thegreat arteriesof the head and upper extre¬ 
mities, the vena? innominata*. and the phrenic and pneumogastric, recurrent, and 
sympathetic nerves; if we reflect also that in this situation we have an organ ot 
considerable dimensions, and capable ofgreat distension, we can easily understand 

* On the Anatomy of the Thymus Gland, Plate iv. fig. 6. 
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i. has occ^rcd™ >' myself, and in which 

have even atiraeied a lemiun bvii, Z-?t ap l' ar '' n "- v ", ood heal,h - and who 
observed when hw^rted j flond , complexion and hi-h condition, are 

spasm ofThe glouis an Inder tl.e^^ior "‘m ,° ld ' ' ri ‘ h What Was Considered 
belter that it fra-? nnt thAmlht « Uoc,ors judicious treatment, got so much 
remedies employed-the attacks hnwmw? 10 cont *u ue the administration of the 

medicines was about to be v* n » for hut ™ returne . c *» an ^ a repetition of the former 
parently as well™££ hi ODe ™ rn ! n ~ when at the breast, and ap- 
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old, and apparently in the most perfect health. The child’s grandfather was 
abont to proceed to a levee at the Castle; the infant appeared to be highly delight^] 

ith his dress, which was very splendid, and was bronght by the nurse to see him 
get into his carnage It was brought back to the drawing-room, delighted and 
J'™ pin S ' n 'he nurse’s arms; when suddenly it stared wildly, made a yfolent con¬ 
vulsive effort, dropt its head on the nurse’s Worn, and expired. Medical assist, 
ance was instantly called in but the vital spark was entirely extinct, and every 
attempt at resuscitation was fruitless. On dissection, at which Dr. Harty anil 
Dr. Marsh were present, the thymus gland was found greatly enlarged, and', from 
the quantity of blood which it contained, of a deep crimson colour. The ordinary 
size o! the thymus gland in infants is known to most practitioners, and will be 
found very well represented in Sir A. Cooper’s plates. In the natural state ,t 
ab °“! V' 0 lnc hes in length an inch and a half in breadth, and a quarter of an inch 
n thtekness. In this eh Id it was three inches and a quarter long, nearly three 
inches in breadth, and fully three-founhsofan inch in thickness. I did not weeh 
it, but I am sure it weighed at least two ounces; and when we recollect that the 
WCI S , “ IS “bout half an ounce, the enlargement in this instance will ap. 
pear very considerable. 1 

waT'ln !h 6 »I>ina an c e 7 which 1 liad an . opportunity of observing this affection, 

' ? ln , t e Cld °f “ physician in this city. This case was one of extreme inter¬ 
est and concern to the family, for the child’s eldest brother had died of an attach 

l'te' d,S c e r i a? nd 1S 1 st ! 11 m ? re '“'“resting in a practical point of view, as 
the detection of the disease led to the adoption of a successful p/an of treatment 

child’s miher--‘ rCUmSIanCeS “ re E ‘ Ven from a lellcr which 1 received from the 

“The cities, ofmychihlren (William,) who suffered from the affection yonr 
note refers to, w-as a remarkably fine, healthy, placid looking child, up to'five 
1 '!™ lhs . o J - Ah 0 "' >l'“t “?e (in December, 18110) he was seizetl, while asleep 
w-oi i app< r rc ,‘ 10 be .convulsions. His face was swollen; his eyes fixed; his 
l » t™!T 0j ' Cl y . h , c , gapcd and s,rn S?led for some time, and when 

ktrif S Tb„ CC f, VCr L h,S u r " nth h , c u,1 c rc d several sharp cries, as if in much 
when fr'ooTt “! “etasoon became frequent, and generally occurred duringslecp, 
when fretted, agitated, or lnghtcned by any sudden noise or motion, or whenever 
1 * rom an 7 cause obstructed, but sometimes also when smiling and 

playful. The fits usctl sometimes to last so long, that his face became nearly 
,t fn ,t ° m ,! hc obs, ™ c "? n Of his breath; and one, which lasted only a little longer 
T“‘ bc olh .cre. suddenly deprived urn of life. He had been a moment before 
cheerful and apparently free lrom all illness. He died at the age of eight month- 
having been ill three. 1 

ritZMiStiu™ al,acked for . ,he firs' time in the eleventh month of hi- 
a„e (March,1834,) having been previously remarkably healthy. In his case the 
upper part of his sternum projected in a remarkable manner, as'if forced outward- 
by the pressure of the enlarged thymus gland, which could be fell. The pa¬ 
roxysms were well marked, but not so severe as they had been in his brother, nor 
occurring at such short intervals. The treatment adopted in this case was the 
lollowtng:—A few leeches were applied over the situation of the enlarged gland, 
in order to diminish its vascularity and hypertrophy, and afierwards a small 
blister, which was kept open by proper dressings. The ointment of hydriodate 
ol potash W as rubbed in around the part, and medicines were administered to re- 
gu'atc the state of the bowels; a good but not stimulating diet, country air. and 
sea-bathing, were advised. Under this plan of treatment the hypertrophy of the 
gland was soon reduced, and the paroxysms had completely ceased at the end of 
a month. He is now more than three years old, remarkably healthy and stout, 
and the projection of the sternum has entirely disappeared. 1 was happy to have 
11 w^ S u Stance Stokes in this case. 

With respect to the conditions of other organs as connected with this affection, 
the lollowing circumstances have been observed on dissection: A very'curious 
state of the heart has been detected; this organ being found quite empty, without 
a particle of bh>od or coagulum, contracted on its dimensions, ana as it were 
puckered on itself. In the head a quantity of serous fluid has been frequently dis- 
co\ered, and hence such cases have been pronounced cases of hydrocephalus, 
although none of the symptoms of the latter affection were observable duringliie- 
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wmddhe the rSSt? $ hjpe^hy ofttS'^nd"'' “* “ mamlcr analogous 10 th “ "*** 
others “ ‘“stances or such diseases are detailed In Crave,Ihier, Portal, Lieutaud, and 
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instant; while you are looking at the infant, it droops its head and dies and 
raliy without effort or struggle of any kind.’ It maV be also that in this easl fht 
ascending cava does not supply a sufficient quantity of stimulus to the heart wlfflf. 
at the same time the compression of the brain, by interrupting the nervous M, 
enee tends to superinduce paralysis of that organ. Kupp attributes the sudtle,' 
death in these cases to the pressure on the air tubes. uiklen 

With respect to the treatment, it is either immediate or preventive When 

^ • 5 ™ comes on, the child should be placed in the upright positicn, with 

flU udiiitil forwards, and in this way exposed to a full draught of fresh 
com air, while cold water is at the same time sprinkled over the face Even 
means should be taken to remove as far as we can the compression from the vein'. 

relieve tjte oppressed action of tie respiSv sts.em 

i'l'i.mn ?.?■"? ar , e iub J ect *9 fils of this kind, food should never be given by iavin- 
bcir back - and t““ing the food down their throat, for this is very apt to 

from s“eep. P a “ d ‘ hey should neTer be rudel >’ awoke > or rousedsuddeniv 

r ^ ard 10 the •reatment to prevent the rctnra of the disease, we should 
adopt such a plan as would have the double effect of removing hypertrophy -nd 
local congest,on and improving the tone of the general system ’ ^ur curaff“ t 
measures must be directed, in part, locally to the situation of the enlarged Hand 
the reduction of which we should aim at by the application of leeches blister- 
faiUSS'S » frCqUCD,ly repc , ! ! tcd ’ aad thscutients, such as oia.ments'comaa 
psnpeH*hvV^ilom jmcrnally aperients, of which those that contain merenrv 

mfSip J a ? •’ bare . bee , n found most serviceable. In some cases antt-pas- 
rations of vbfo CS d ? good ’ such ab musk > camphor, assafirtida: prtra 
l f i ’ cs P“ ,all y' be cyanuret, have been extolled by some, and ihc 
A h |nn^'i a ar combln ation with depletion, has been used with advantage 

Along « nil such measures we should, if possible, adopt removal into the fresh air 
of the country sea-bathing, and a careful regulated system of diet, which should 
be good, but ol a kind not likely to stimulate. In weakly debilitated children 
ofgreat < benefit l . eS ° f Sul|>haIe of l i uinine > coa,inued foe some time, are producin'. 
In October, 1831,1 saw, in consullntion with the Surgeon-General the infan’ 

nffeetioa nn; L f T* « ek V rh ? had had «■>«* «■ four paroxysms 
“S 1 ™',, 01 ,he “ very severe, lasting so long that the nurses thought the 
X“" sl , have expired before it could recover its breath; and for several hom- 
' ”E : , red ,*{ 1 v reat dlsl , res 5- The child was in every respect the verv picture of 
perlect health, and all the functions proceeding with the greatest regularity; but 
h app< i are< i'° mc lh ?‘ 1 lc f 1,ua ! ioa °f 'he thymus gland was fuller than it ought to 
shouMbe' ,‘ ada leeah “PP 1 "® near the part, which I directed 
affav nn ?idm V rubbed with a discuiient and slightly irritating liniment twice 
a day, and administered, internally, calomel combined with jalap. This plan 

b ; in " a PP. r,,red b .v 'be Surgeon-General, was continued, and the 
chile bad no return ol the attack. 

,J‘ 5b ° a J d b c mentioned, that in most cases where benefit is derived from the 
whhS a few weeks hC tn0Vety “ vcr - v ra P id . being not unfrequently complete 

In . cases of this kind much blame is attributable to the system of excessive re- 
I °r ,ed ° r permitted by mothers, whose over anxiety for the child's wcl- 
' ‘ Cm IO ,ri r U ! kc ,*! ‘1 tllc 1,50 of improper aliment. I was called some 
.line ago to a case of tins kind, and found that the mother was in the habit i.f 
giving the chi d wine, punch, and bottled porter. On asking why she did so, she 
£> d ‘‘ 1° kcep of. 1 bc for if the child did not get su^h things when placed 

nelore it, it became irritated, and a fit was generally the consequence. How easy 
hf™, Ulkeep sn ?b things out of sight altogether! Very often after a 
paroxv sm the child will remain many hours apparently in a state of great di; tress, 
starting, screaming, and clenching the hands, or twisting the thumbs into the 
palm, refusing to suck, or doing so ravenously, and moving the head as if in nain 
Under such circumstances I have found nothing so soon or so effectually give 
relief as a Mnall blister applied to the nape of the neck, a parpative of calomel, 
lollowed, perhaps, by an injeciion, and immersion io the hips in warm water. 
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S'?o eS .he h he V i U, ° Ught “ ‘° premise ,he -PPl‘oa,ion of one or two 

>’ ear " a ?«> Allan Bums, who foresaw that the occasional enlarge 
meat ol the thymus gland might be a cause of serious disease, proposed to diifct 
it out. This » ould be certainly a most decisive operation in the wav of cure for 
after its performance the infant would not be likely to be troubled wfth thisorarv 

,°!,^r Tlf n ln t!\ l ,nay 0bserve "' al ,his «•*«* has been no ced bv some 
ha , S D ° rece,led ,he a| tention it deserves. Kopp in the year 
183°, described it under the name of asihma thymicnm. and were it not likehMo 
extend the limits of this paper unnecessarilv. I would cite some of his cases in 

the chdd was'o'f a sfram™ hi.'* 'i" ™ e I' 1 "'™ he observcs ,hat lhe mother ot 
H . fV a !-trum o“ s hub'.- It has been already observed that this disease 

Ions parents'although pe'rha^no/exTild^ing'symp^"^^'/'^afd^a^^^Tere 

l f elosel )’ Watched. Enlargement of Ihe mesenletic glands is bv some 
supposed to be a predisposing cause,t but I believe we only know that the two 
affections are very often found coexisting: and I may remark here That it is much 
oftener seen m boys than in girls; in, at least, the proportion of seven or ei"ht to 
r J h ,V l L- t r LSe ‘ S n " 1 cnllre !>' confined to Ihe neriod of infancy for in Sir A 
Coopers work* a case ‘lf 1T 1 en l “ "hich the patient was 1!) years of n"e It has 

Pobni Jl < ! bsery iL d l>y M ? eliel and various modern authors. Sandifort in his 
Pathology describes an enlargement of the thyroid gland in very old neAon” bui 
does not stale what the symptoms were .luring life ' p nS ' but 

LteutaudS mentions the case of a man of 35 years of age, who had Ion"- suffered 
,™| n l)fcim, ln .r he C r eM ’ cough violent headache, and want of sleep. The Inn"- 
rad " mCn,i ° nCd ,l ‘ a ' “ ,hehean ™‘p,i % 

r«m S nf°„ n i C w2 r „n° rde « by ,he same a,1 "‘ or - "“urred in a young man of 20 
rears of M ho, after inflammation within the chest, remained affected with 
i y w “ d dl ® cul *y "Hying on the loft s.de; the body became mdematotts co"“h 
ery troublesome, anil the respiration so much impeded as to threaten suffocation 

feZu“vo-™e a ^ 1 i he n iem died ,- —=>»"" the crSd 

In c ? ’ ?«. rh ? US; and ,he lu "gs "‘ re equally diseased. 

Hartv h the snhiic^fwV in'', I .r". < ; nd i‘ d a Post-mortem examination with Dr. 
Ihat Sst detnil.r Si h,ch had d,cd 01 an uffection almost precisely similar to 

theVimafion of'tiie hfnf'.T “T" 8 ol 28 - Tcars " f ^ «he tumour occupied 
nesuuation ol the th^nufe, and was ol immense size * 

ltshed C bv K Hr, P scl. ,r o?K e ° n dle Asthma Thymicnm, some cases have been pub¬ 
lished b; Htisclt, of Kamigsberg. and others, all agreeing in the "cneral charm 
ers already described. Tlierels also a paper by Mr. Hood of Kdma nock ,n 

Paperureceded 1 R° f , ? e ® dl . nb "J^ Jonnial of Medical science, p. 3ft (this latter 
feres.ma lm' K r 0 jy- S ' having been written in 1826,) detailing some highly i n - 

rm reo ' jod,cious rcmarks ,hereon -^’‘ 

Tl"”" c Asliwui, compiled chiefly from the papers of Drs. Kopp and 
ar K mn"s f e K . < h I " gSber? 'o rT le Germans describe under the name thymic asthma 
fiJtmn towil,“£ !0n P ecnl,ar ,n childhood, characterized by tits of snf-’ 
ocatton, during which respiration appears suspended, and which return periodi- 

aun,he e ,,l n E " C0Unt ° f ,he ic-’curches of Kopp and Hired,, in a subsequent page, present 

themesemeric dTn,l.° ‘mf ? n °PP osl,e clew of the relation between the disease in 
^7d” n . t w J-J.l n g;.^ d .™-^ a rS ,!meal r f "1C thymus. Which latter he appeusto 
passae* nf of , former. By pressing on the subclavian vein it obstructs the 

& te p. c &sss;r tte ■“«*» AJWssys 

* jam clt. p. 41. 

* Hist. Anat. Med. 1.11. p. 14 nim dia 


